
 

FOLLOWING JESUS EQUALS WORSHIP 

Monday, April 27th 2020 
Philippians 2:5-11 

“In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in 
very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to death— even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him 
the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.“ 

Yes! Amen!  The time is coming when everyone will “acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father!“  What a great promise that we get to be looking forward to 
together!  Until that time, Paul is challenging us to each day become more and more like Jesus 
in how we relate with one another.  To live as He, the Son of God who took on human flesh, 
has shown us. 

A shot of adrenaline runs through my heart as I read how Paul begins today’s passage by 
describing Jesus as our role model; I can feel how his starting point flows into deeper and 
more loving worship.  This shows me the two following things… 

1. To follow Jesus means to not place ourselves above others, but rather to lay aside your own 
privileges in order to serve them.  Now this doesn’t mean that when we actively live this out, 
we become a nobody or must admit we are nothing, because we aren’t called on to degrade 
and humiliate ourselves.  No.  Just as we read in verse 6, Jesus was in fact on the same level 
as God, but then stepped down from His position for our sake, only to later be raised back up.  
This is how He adopted us into God’s family and why we are all now equally standing on the 
same level together, as sons and daughters of the one, true God. 

2. To follow Jesus also means that we should live a life where our basis and main goal is 
worship.  Honest and loving worship simply leads to more worship!  And this worship 
necessarily means I am focused on someone outside myself.  As soon as I make myself the 
object of my worship, my worship turns into no worship at all, but instead self-glorification 
and pride.   We all know the saying, “Pride comes before the fall.” (Proverbs 16:8) 

When we’re focused on Jesus, our God, in worship, just as Paul was, then I believe that this 
call to become more and more humble like Jesus will no longer seem impossible. And this is 
only made possible by God’s grace.  

Prayer: Jesus, you are worthy to be called Lord.  You are worthy to be lifted up and praised!  
Because you humbled yourself and made yourself small.  Because you left the glory of the 
Father so we could also partake in the Father’s glory!  I pray that I can experience this glory 
today and that Your glory will move me to behold you, Jesus, ever more as my role model in 
life and to let you in to all areas of my life.  Be the Lord of my life.  Amen. 

-Janis Arzet- 


