
 
 

 

JOY – HOPE – JESUS 

Tuesday, April 14th 2020 
Philippians 1:1-4:23 

A few weeks ago, I read through the book of Philippians, needing some encouragement from God’s Word.  
This time has been honestly difficult for me, going back and forth often between panic and stress.  I’m 
typically a worrier, struggling to believe in God’s faithful promises, just ask my wife.  As we see in the New 
Testament, especially in Acts, Paul was a man of movement and ministry, travelling from city to city, 
planting churches and teaching people about the risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, whom he claims to 
have seen.  When he was eventually thrown in prison because of his message to the world of the risen 
Christ, as we learn from the end of the book of Acts and in Paul’s letter to the Philippians, it would have 
been easy to be pessimistic and upset.  “God, why am I in this situation?  I need to be out there, planting 
churches!  Isn’t that what you told me to do?  I thought you would bless me for my service…”  I could 
imagine being angry and confused, maybe even in panic.  The situation didn’t look good.  How would the 
church grow?  Was this the end for Paul?  Where was God in all this? 

Astoundingly, when we read the book of Philippians, we see it’s is an affectionate letter of great joy!  Joy 
in Jesus, joy in the hope we have in Him, joy in His gospel, and joy in His people, the church.  How could 
that be?!  How could Paul have so much joy and hope while in prison?  Despite the outside circumstances 
that naturally cause us to panic or even give up, Paul ended up writing one of the most joyful and 
encouraging books in the entire Bible, not only encouraging the Philippian church at the time, but also all 
Christians throughout history up to today!  We still get to read and be encouraged by his words in Freiburg, 
Germany 2000 years later!  And it all started with Jesus Christ and His resurrection. 

This letter was written by a man who had to stay inside all day and wasn’t allowed outside.  Sound familiar?  
We also aren’t supposed to go out and have social contact until further notice.  We aren’t allowed to meet 
as a church until the end of June!  We can’t sing to God together with our brothers and sisters.  We can’t 
enjoy fellowship while drinking a coffee after the Sunday service or go out to lunch together.  We can’t 
even be with one another.  How will our church grow then?  Will God’s church just fall apart during this 
time?  No.  In fact, Jesus will continue to grow His church and make us even stronger, spreading His gospel.  
This example of Paul writing Philippians shows us that.  We can be confident that, like in Paul’s situation, 
God will still use us throughout this time to love and build His church, until He has completed His work in 
us.  Our part is to focus on Jesus and His great worth, and out of that to love our brothers and sisters and 
spread the good news of free forgiveness and eternal life. 

We all need God’s direction and love during this stressful time; therefore, we have put together this 
devotional series through the book of Philippians, written by some of the brothers and sisters in our church.  
We need to understand once again that our true hope in life truly does come from Jesus and His 
resurrection, just as we celebrated this past Easter weekend.  This understanding only comes from hearing 
God’s voice through His everlasting Word, and so I encourage you today to read through the whole book 
of Philippians to understand the context for the following devotionals.  I hope each daily devotional will 
come to life for you.  I pray you will experience the love of the living God; the love of the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. 

Prayer: Father, thank You for giving us Your Word that we can always read to hear Your voice and 
receive Your guidance and direction, especially in a time that causes our flesh to fear and be uncertain.  
Spirit, please give us eyes to see You and to understand the great joy available to us in knowing Jesus, 
the risen Christ.  Jesus, show us how we can each continue to love Your church today despite the 
strange circumstances, just as You showed Paul those 2000 years ago.  You are our hope and life, and 
in You we put our trust.  Amen. 

-Tony Grigg-

 


