
 
 

JESUS: ALL MY PRIDE 

Tuesday, May 5th 2020 
Philippians 3:2-6 

“Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of the flesh. For it is we who 
are the circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who 
put no confidence in the flesh— though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If 
someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the 
church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless.” 

“Not that way!” Paul makes it clear here how things aren’t supposed to go, with a 
raised, pointing finger and a good reason: because it belittles Jesus!  For the Jews at 
that time it was unthinkable that all their hard work following the Law didn’t actually 
bring them any closer to earning God’s acceptance and salvation. They were trying to 
find their purpose in life in all the rules they were following.  Here we see a common 
mistake: Jesus + works = salvation. 

“Those dogs” is what Paul calls them.  Pretty mean words there, Paul!  But it reveals 
how important this message was to him.  What actually counts?  All of my pride is in 
Jesus!  Even when Paul could be taking pride in his righteous Jewish life, he only looks 
to Jesus.  Because Jesus has everything he ever needs. 

Where do you place your pride?  Who are you?  The church motor, making sure the 
church stays running by serving in every area?  Are you the strong pillar of the church, 
whom everyone asks for advice?  Are you the role model for the church?  Why do you 
do all these things?  Your service to others is important!  If you weren’t in the church 
with your giftings, something would definitely be missing.  The church needs all these 
different people.  And we can be proud of our service.  Paul could have also been proud 
of his résumé.  But when that’s all we build our life on, our faith on, or even what we’re 
willing to die for, then that’s not enough.  Then we need Jesus back in His place.  Only 
Jesus.  That’s the best message there is! 

Prayer: Jesus, thank You that You’re enough.  Thank You that I find everything I need in 
You.  Help me to understand that my worth, dignity and self-esteem only come from 
You.  I am proud that You are my dad!  Amen. 

-Theresa Luibrand-

 


